Asynchronous dual lactation in a marsupial, the tammar wallaby (Macropus eugenii).
Lactating tammars can provide two different milks simultaneously from adjacent glands to a young newborn (phase 2 of lactation) and an older animal at heel (phase 3 of lactation). Evidence that the two glands are controlled independently is shown by the capacity of mammary explants from these glands to synthesize different whey proteins and DNA and RNA at different rates. Prolactin is essential for the maintenance of milk synthesis, but its role in differential responses of the individual mammary glands remains to be established. Potential mechanisms for the control of milk synthesis are discussed.